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Abstract: Where do the creative ideas that power  
urban and regional growth come from?  I argue that 
the big and enduring creative impulses are a response 
to big problems, and that the biggest, most urgent 
problems are related to warfare and essential          
environmental services such as the provision of  
clean water.  I will try to show that each of  these is 
geographically differentiated and underwrites differ-
ent trajectories of  growth. 
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