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NEWBY’S ACE HARDWARE
Dickinson

1173 3rd Ave. W.•T-Rex Plaza
701-483-1238

Bowman
316 Hwy 12 E.
701-523-9818

Stop by Newby’s
  ACE Hardware
Stop by Newby’s
  ACE Hardware

for your screen
and window repair.
for your screen
and window repair.NO PROBLEM!

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? 
Bankruptcy?

Valu Ford & Chrysler
201 S. Hwy 9 Morris, MN 56267

800-568-5431 | ValuFord.com

Call Linda at 800-568-5431

We can get you in a vehicle!
OAC

R001968639

ROUGHRIDER CAMPGROUND
NEW OWNERS AND NEW MANAGEMENT

full hookups • electric sites • 50/30 amp • large pull thru sites
extended-stay sites • clean 24 hour upgraded bathrooms

showers • laundry room

701-852-8442
500 54th St Minot, ND

roughriderrvpark@gmail.com

OPEN ALL 

YEAR ROUND!
DISCOUNTED RATES!

The inconvenient truth about
green and alternative energies

At a superficial level, the appeal of so-called renewable energy is understandable
TORONTO — The Obama

administration’s laudable
Power Africa initiative aims to
increase electricity generation
and access to modern energy
services in six poor African
countries. 

Far from promoting afford-
able, reliable and proven power
generation technologies, how-
ever, this and other plans
favored by so-called “sustain-
able development” experts pri-
oritize almost exclusively
trendy solar and wind power
generation.

As is all too typical of proj-
ects in which utopians and
opportunists spend someone
else’s money on another per-
son, Power Africa’s promoters
display very little concern
about effective results and the
worldwide failure of “green”
energy policies in developed
economies.

For instance, after years of
gobbling up massive subsidies,
in 2012, wind and solar power
generated respectively about 3
percent and less than 1 percent
of the electricity produced in
the United State, while in
Europe these investments
have turned into financial black
holes that one government
after another is now trying to
extirpate itself out of — and
sometimes by importing Amer-
ican coal to keep the lights on.

At a superficial level, the
appeal of so-called renewable
energy is understandable.
After all, (almost) every day
the sun shines, the wind blows,
the tides roll, and we live on a
molten rock. And yet, “green”
energy promoters are oblivious
to the fact that humanity’s dra-
matic leap out of poverty only
began as coal-powered steam
engines displaced windmills in
the 19th century.

Since then, apart from
renewable (but nowadays not
trendy) large-scale hydroelec-
tric and (somewhat costlier)
nuclear power, most of human-
ity’s reliable and affordable
energy has come from coal,
petroleum and natural gas.

Unfortunately, the biggest
success of wind and solar
power spin doctors has been to
equate “renewable” with “sus-
tainable” and to make this
minor consideration more
important than all others. But
even on this issue, consider
the following inconvenient
facts:

— Because they require
much open land in regions
where wind conditions are well
above average, wind turbines
are typically built in locations

such as hilltops and coastlines,
where they typically destroy
natural beauty and cause seri-
ous erosion problems.

— Renewable power sources
are land-hungry. To generate
the same number of kilowatts,
on average, wind energy needs
about 140 times more land than
Colorado’s typical natural gas
wells, while on average solar
power requires about 47 times
more land than a south Texas
nuclear plant.

— Windy corridors are typi-
cally favored by migratory
birds, unfortunately turning
strategically located wind tur-
bines into giant Cuisinarts in
the process. According to one
estimate, between 75,000 and
275,000 birds, several of which
are rare and endangered —
such as whooping cranes and
golden eagles, along with a
very large number of bats —
are killed each year by U.S.
wind turbines. According to
European studies, a typical
wind turbine kills between 333
and 1,000 birds and bats annu-
ally in Spain, up to 309 birds in
Germany, and as many as 895
birds and bats in Sweden.
Based on this data, the Ameri-
ca’s more than 40,000 turbines
could easily be killing be killing
between 13 million to 39 mil-
lion birds and bats every year.

— Even solar power turns
out to be lethal to avian life, as

the newly-opened California’s
Ivanpah giant solar power gen-
erating station has already
scorched and burned dozens of
birds.

True, these numbers must
be put into perspective, if only
by pointing out that in the U.S.
alone, domestic and feral cats
are thought to kill between 1.3
billion and 4 billion birds each
year. And yet, environmental
activists are apparently only
interested in fingerpointing
operations such as a Canadian
oil sand company that had to
pay a $3 million fine for acci-
dentally drowning 1606 ducks
(or $1868 per duck) in a tailing
pond in 2008. In the grander
scheme of energy production
things though, coal, petroleum
and natural gas turn out to be
birds’ and bats’ best friends.

Another common talking
point of allegedly green energy
promoters is that solar rays
and the wind are free. True
enough, but the construction
and maintenance of wind tur-
bines and solar panels are not.
Actually, once the costs of
operating and maintaining
them, along with their short
lifespan are factored in, they
turn out to be prohibitively
expensive. 

On top of this, the most suit-
able locations for wind and
solar power generation are typ-
ically remote from urban mar-

kets, which mandate additional
and costly transmission, and
other infrastructure costs.

For instance, in 2010 in the
U.S., the subsidies for solar
power was a whopping $775.64
per megawatt hour. It was
$56.29 for wind, $3.14 for
nuclear power, 82 cents for
hydroelectric power, and $64
cents for coal, natural gas and
petroleum liquids.

When factoring in all subsi-
dies, the real cost of electricity
for taxpayers and consumers
turned out to be $891.04 per
megawatt hour for solar,
$171.69 for wind, $118.54 for
nuclear, $116.22 for hydroelec-
tricity and $116.04 for coal,
natural gas and petroleum liq-
uids. The “greener” aspect of
wind and solar power, it turns
out, is the amount of green it
puts into its promoters’ pock-
ets.

Other longstanding problems
of wind and solar power gener-
ation include the following:

— Even in the best locations,
the wind never blows and the
sun never shines as much as
their alleged theoretical poten-
tial. The result is intermittent
(or irregular) power that
requires significant backup
power generation, ideally natu-
ral gas or hydroelectric power
that can be brought online or
turned off quickly. The problem
is not only that consumers pay
twice for infrastructure, but
that carbon-powered backup
generation plants — especially
coal-powered plants — are
used less efficiently because
they are used intermittently, in
the process generating more
greenhouse gas emissions per
unit of power produced than if
they were used on a steady
basis. Because of this, recent
reports suggest that even Ger-
many and Denmark have failed
to cut their carbon emissions at
all despite installing large num-
ber of wind turbines.

— Lanthanum, neodymium,
dysprosium and other rare
earth elements used in prod-
ucts such as high-capacity bat-
teries, hybrid-electric vehicles
and wind turbines are extreme-
ly polluting to produce. 

As has long been obvious in
Western Europe and North
America, and more recently in
China, a modern economy can-
not be built on a foundation of

countless little distant, costly,
intermittent, unreliable, and
low-density power sources.

Until something truly inno-
vative and better comes along,
the only proven way to lift mil-
lions of people out of poverty
are old-fashioned, but afford-
able, effective and reliable fos-
sil fuels. 

Unfortunately for the “bene-
ficiaries” of initiatives such as
Power Africa, green ideologues
have long been deaf and blind
to the damning evidence on
their pet projects.

Feeling good, it seems, is
more important to them than
actually doing some good. In a
year that made “polar vortex-
es” part of everyday conversa-
tions, however, many Ameri-
cans now hopefully realize that
affordable and reliable energy
is not only a matter of comfort
and convenience, but also of
life and death.
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SPECIALIZING IN SALES & SERVICE

316 21st. St East Dickinson ND, 58601
Ryan 701.290.5711 •  Chris 701.690.1767

• Lift Kits

• Bumpers

• Lighting

• Nerf Bars

• Tool Boxes

• Grill Guards
• Grills
• Wheels & Tires
• Xtreme Liners
• All your after 
market accessories

Exhaust Kits • Diesel Performance

For $25 tickets call (701) 623-2000
or buy online at: northdakotacowboy.com

ND Attorney General Gaming License No.  G-0737

Raffle drawing to be held at the Home on the Range
Champions Match Ride Rodeo in Sentinel Butte, ND

on Saturday, August 2, 2014.  Must be 18 years or
older to enter/need not be present to win.

Tradesman Crew Cab/LWB 4 Door 
Exterior color:  Gray   Interior:  Cloth/Gray

MSRP:  $43,542.50
VIN #:  3C6UR5HL0DG550276

Engine: 6.7L I6 FI    Automatic transmission

New Dodge 2013 
Ram 2500 ST 4x4

WIN A NEW 
PICKUP TRUCK

By Hiroko Shimizu
For The Drill

Shimizu is a policy and co-
auhtor of the book “The Loca-
vore’s Dilemma:  In Praise of the
10,000-mile Diet.”




